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 In a sample of N = 61 female sexual offenders, the overall rate of general recidivism  historically defined 
as charges and convictions was 32.8%.  In comparison, this rate was slightly higher than previous findings 
in previous research (Cortoni & Hanson, 2005; Cortoni, Hanson, & Coache, 2010).   

When recidivism  is redefined to include supervision violations, the rate of general recidivism  for female 
sexual offenders increases to 67.2% . 

  When supervision violations specific to only new law violations are added to the historical definition of 
recidivism, the rate of general recidivism for female sexual offenders increases to 44.3%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sexual recidivism 

 For this study, sexual recidivism was defined as any  new charge or conviction for a contact or non-
contact sexual offense as stated in the Oregon Revised Statute 181.594.  This offense needed to occur after 
the index sexual offense to be considered sexual recidivism. 

 In the overall sample of female sexual offenders, the rate of sexual recidivism was 4.9% (n = 3). 
 

Nonsexual violent recidivism 

 For this study, nonsexual violent recidivism was defined as any new charge or conviction for a nonsexual 
crime that was violent in nature that occurred after the index sexual offense. 

 In the overall sample of female sexual offenders, the rate of nonsexual violent recidivism was 6.6% (n = 
4). 

 

Substance related crimes 

 For this study, substance related crimes constituted of any new charge or conviction for a substance 
related crime after the index sexual offense. 

 In the overall sample of female sexual offenders, the rate of substance related crimes was 13.1% (n = 8). 
 

Other type of crimes 

 For this study, other types of crime were defined as any new charge or conviction for a new crime that did 
not fall under previous outlined categories and  happened after the index sexual offense. Some examples 
include failure to register, theft, criminal mischief,  and harassment. 

 In the overall sample of female sexual offenders, the rate of other crime not covered in previous 
subsections was 26.2% (n = 16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Findings reveal that:  

 When general recidivism is defined as new charges and convictions 

that occur after the index sexual offense, rates in the current study are 

comparable to previous research (Cortoni & Hanson, 2005; Cortoni, 

Hanson, & Coache, 2010).  

 When  measures of general recidivism is redefined to include all new 

supervision violations or new law violations,  the rate of general 

recidivism increases by over 10% for both  categories. 

 In regard to sexual and nonsexual violent recidivism, overall rates 

were comparable to previous research findings (Cortoni & Hanson, 

2005; Cortoni, Hanson, & Coache, 2010).  

 This current study created a separate category for substance related 

crimes which was not specifically explored in previous research 

(Cortoni & Hanson, 2005; Cortoni, Hanson, & Coache, 2010).   

 

 

Introduction 
 Research on sexual crimes has focused predominantly on male perpetrators.  However, 

with media attention on female teachers accused of sexually assaulting younger students in 

recent years, an increased awareness of female sexual offenders has surfaced (Center for Sex 

Offender Management [CSOM], 2007).  Due to the focus on male sexual offenders, female 

sexual offender research is approximately 20 years behind male sexual offender research 

(Cortoni, 2010). One specific area that is in its infancy is the recidivism rate of female sexual 

offenders (Cortoni, 2010). Research has shown that female sexual offenders have much lower 

rates of recidivism than do their male counterparts.  In addition, when females do re-offend, it 

is more likely that the offense is a non-sexual crime (Cortoni & Hanson, 2005).  

 In exploring current literature that includes rates of recidivism for female sex offenders, 

researchers have reported an observed sexual recidivism rate for female sexual offenders of 

1% to 3%, an observed violent (including sexual) recidivism rate from 4% to 8%, and an 

observed general recidivism rate between 19% to 24 % (Cortoni & Hanson, 2005; Cortoni, 

Hanson, & Coache, 2010).  Although female sexual offenders recidivate at lower rates than do 

their male counterparts, researchers have commonly defined recidivism rates in female sexual 

offender literature as any new charges or convictions, thereby largely excluding community 

supervision violations as a possible avenue for further research regarding recidivism.  This is a 

notable exclusion given that new criminal activity may be handled as a supervision violation 

instead of being formally pursued through the legal system for persons on community 

supervision.  Including community supervision violations and re-defining the manner in 

which recidivism is measured for female sexual offenders will allow for a more extensive 

exploration of recidivism rates for this population.  

 This poster will include preliminary findings from ongoing research exploring multiple 

facets of recidivism in female sexual offenders. In the present study, we sought to explore the 

recidivism rates of female sexual offenders in the greater Portland, Oregon area and compare 

it to current recidivism research.  Due to this study  being exploratory in nature, no formal 

hypotheses were offered  at this time. 

Are we underestimating female sexual offender recidivism rates? 

A look at recidivism rates of female sexual offenders when recidivism is re-defined 

 

 

 

 
           

Implications for Research and Practice 
 When looking at a traditional definition of general recidivism for female 

sexual offenders, outcome data shows that a subsection of the reoffending 

population is not being accurately accounted for in terms of supervision 

violations and law violations. 

 Consistent with previous research, female sexual offenders are more likely to 

recidivate with a new general crime in comparison to a new sexual or 

nonsexual violent crime. 

 The relationship between female sexual offenders and substance related 

crimes should be further explored. 

 Data generated in this study could  aid in the supervision of female sexual 

offenders in the community.  Specifically, female sexual offenders are more 

likely to commit a new general crime (as opposed to a sexual or nonsexual 

violent crime), especially when supervision violations were accounted for. 

 

Limitations 
 The overall sample of female sexual offenders was gathered from the 

Portland, Oregon metropolitan area.  Therefore this sample may not be 

representative of a larger  demographic sample of female sexual offenders.  

  Due to recidivism being coded dichotomously in this study, information 

of the magnitude for all categories of  recidivism may have been 

compromised.  
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Sample and Procedure 

 The study included 61 female offenders who were previously or are currently on 

community supervision for a sexual or sexually motivated crime. This study excluded female 

offenders who were charged solely with prostitution and/or noncontact sexual offenses.   Data 

for this study was obtained from community corrections case files from agencies throughout the 

Portland, Oregon metropolitan area.  

 In contrast to other female sexual offender recidivism studies, the definition of recidivism 

was broadened to include supervision violations.  Recidivism was separated into three 

categories: supervision violations, arrests or charges, and convictions.  Each category was then 

further delineated to provide information on the specific behavior or law violation.  Community 

supervision violations were categorized as either technical violations (i.e. violating rules of 

probation) or new law violations (i.e. criminal activity). Charges and convictions were each 

separated into four categories: sexual crimes, nonsexual violent crimes, substance-related 

crimes, and any other type of crime.  

 Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the  rates of recidivism using frequency counts.  

Recidivism rates for supervision violations, arrests or charges, and convictions were then 

compared to rates of  general recidivism established in female sexual offender literature. 
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